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Pandemic Practices 

There certainly has not been a playbook for families or schools to follow during this pandemic.  Just like you, we are modifying 

and adjusting to the latest requirements and recommendations that we receive.  JL staff have been meeting since April to  

review the recommendations that we have received from health organizations, the state, and the Michigan Department of  

Education.  Our goal has always been, and continues to be, assuring our students a safe place in which to grow as learners.  

While the goal is the same, some of our practices have had to change in order to be responsive to the COVID-19.  Thank you 

for your continued patience as we sort this out.  TOGETHER we will be able to make this year rich with academic growth and 

experiences! 

MITIGATION STRATEGIES 

There are four mitigation strategies that we considered: social distancing, cohorts of students, wearing face       

coverings, and hygiene.  Social distancing is not a realistic option without doubling both the size of our facilities and 

staff.  We decided that the other three were mitigation safety measures that we could address.  This is what we are 

doing in those areas: 

 Students cohorts:  Classes of students will be kept together as a cohort and have minimal contact with other classes 

throughout the day.  Students will eat breakfast and lunch with their class in a classroom rather than in the cafeteria.  We 

will have less students outside at recess at a given time.  Classes will be assigned a ‘zone’ for their recess, which will   

rotate each day so that all students have access to all areas of the playground on a rotating basis.  We are not offering 

‘special classes’ this year outside of the classroom, as this increases both the number of contacts that students have with 

other adults as well as time spent in common areas.  Teachers will be encouraged to work in activities that involve   

movement, creative expression, etc. into their classrooms. 

 Face coverings: All students and staff will be wearing face coverings while inside the building.  Teachers will be incorpo-

rating mask breaks into their schedules when the activity lends itself to less movement/interaction between students.  An 

example of this may include when students have ‘read to self time’ and are seated by themselves with no collaboration 

with peers occurring. 

 Hygiene:  We are developing schedules for classes to take bathroom/handwashing breaks.  More sanitation stations have 

been installed throughout the building.  Our custodial staff will be increasing the number of times that bathrooms are 

cleaned as well as utilizing deep cleaning measures that we have not utilized previously. 

SCHOOL HOURS 

We will be opening our doors at 7:50 for both drop off and bus students. Students will go directly to their 

classroom upon arrival. We are also shortening the day.  We will be dismissing students at 1:27.  The early 

dismissal was arrived at as we worked to limit the number of adults that are interacting with students 

throughout the day.  This will allow us to concentrate on academics while they are with their classroom 

teacher.  Students will be given some practice work that corresponds with what they were working on in 

class that they will complete for their ‘one hour at home’ part of their day.  This will also give us a chance to work with      

students within the online platform so that in the event that we have a school closure, students are more comfortable with the 

navigation of this platform. 

 Dismissal of ‘pickup students’: Teachers will be standing with their cohort of students along the sidewalk instead of all 

standing together in front of the main entry.  Our practice will still be to high-five (virtually!) the students when the   

classroom teacher sees the adult that is picking up.  Since our pickup points will be stretched along the sidewalk, this will 

likely necessitate parents walking up to pick students up rather than waiting in their vehicles since teachers will not be 

able to clearly see adults in the vehicle from that distance. 

VISITORS TO OUR SCHOOL 

In an effort to keep our building as safe as possible, this year we will be limiting access to the building for    

non-essential people.  When you are dropping off or picking up your child outside of the normal times, please 

call Mrs. Carroll our office secretary, and she will assist you in checking your child in or out. 

ON-LINE STUDENTS 

More information is continuing to be given to us and decisions are still being made in this area.  We will be sending 

home information specific to on-line students soon.  Stay tuned! 



SUPERINTENDENT’S CORNER… 

Welcome Back!   

We are proud of our Cardinal students as they are already working 

so hard this school year!   As some of you are aware, we are working 

to make some changes in the bussing routes to support both student safety and the 

most effective use of resources.  As the transportation department becomes aware 

through parent phone calls, they are working with administration to make changes to 

ensure the safety of all our students.  Please watch for communications from the 

transportation department regarding possible changes in your child’s schedule as we 

continue to work with our bus drivers to make changes that get students home safe-

ly, and as  efficiently as possible.  If you have transportation concerns or questions, 

please    contact the transportation department at 989-731-4420 ext. 265. 
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